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§ 115. the constituent assembly.—When at last tlie
Constituent Assembly met, it was obvious that a stiff struggle
was at hand. To counter the communistic aims of the Paris
Socialists all other classes and parties throughout the country
had drawn together to defend " the rights of property." The
first Revolution had made the majority of the nation property-
owners ; and though the average peasant owned but a few
acres, those who own least are often most tenacious of their
rights. Barely a score of the 750 members of the Assembly were
Socialists, and none was appointed to the Executive Commission
which was formed to carry on the government.
The Socialist leaders lost no time in planning the overthrow
of a regime which threatened to thwart their hopes ; and a crisis
soon arose over the relief-works. The cost had already made a
new tax necessary, and the thrifty peasants of France had no
intention of continuing indefinitely to support " the rabble of
Paris " out of their hard-woa earnings. The Assembly had
the moral support of nine-tenths of the nation when on 23rd
June (1848) they announced that the system would be closed
down forthwith. The " dole-drawers " took up the challenge
with a boldness born of despair : better, they said, die by a
bullet than by slow starvation. They threw up barricades and
turned the east end of Paris into a formidable citadel defended
by 60,000 armed insurgents. The Assembly gave full powers
to General Cavaignac; and that stern old Republican acted
with ruthless determination. In the course of a four days* battle
there were 10,000 casualties, and more officers were killed than
in any of the great victories of Napoleon. At first the insurgents
had an advantage in numbers; but conditions had changed since
the days when the Paris mob could impose its will on all the rest
of the country. Telegraphs now made the nation aware of what
was going on, and railways enabled it to take a hand in shaping
events. Thousands of National Guards poured in from the pro-
vinces by train to defend the cause of law, order and property.
At length the last stronghold of the insurgents was stormed,
and thousands of them were transported to Algeria without trial.

